Philomath School District
Remote Learning
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, all Oregon school districts were closed as of March 16, 2020. Since that time, things have
continued to change as more information has become available. We hope this information will help to explain the changes to date
for your students and schools.
Stage 1: School Closure from March 16 – 31, 2020
On March 12th, Governor Kate Brown ordered schools closed. At that time, the Philomath School District developed a plan to recapture the one week of lost instructional time due to this brief closure.
Stage 2: School Closure Extended through April 28, 2020
On March 17th, Governor Brown extended the order for school closure. Schools were directed to create supplemental instructional
materials to be shared with students. Guidelines from the Oregon Department of Education (ODE) included the following related to
student work:
1) Student work may not be graded and/or used for course credit and
2) All students must be served.

The Philomath School District responded with the following:






Compiled a comprehensive list of online, supplemental instructional materials. https://www.philomathsd.net/parents/supplemental-educationalopportunities-clone
Communicated with teachers about the creation and provision of supplemental student supports.
Evaluated transcripts of all Philomath High School seniors in anticipation of meeting graduation needs of all senior students.
Contacted vendors to determine support potential for available instructional materials.
Contacted families to determine home internet access and electronic device capability for students.

Stage 3: ODE Implements Distance Learning for All
In anticipation that schools may be ordered to be closed for an even longer period of time, ODE announced a shift in direction on
Tuesday, March 31st, to begin on April 13th. The new ODE guidance, titled Distance Learning for All, requires teachers to actively direct instruction as well as to grade student work. https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/standards/Pages/Distance-Learning-for-All.aspx
Within the guidance, ODE asks that, “As schools transition to distance learning, successful approaches will be centered on care, community, and continuity of learning.”
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Philomath School District
Distance Learning for All
What this Means for Philomath Students


Distance Learning is not synonymous with Digital Learning.
Digital Learning is one component of distance learning. Distance learning provides for “blended learning strategies and access
to appropriate educational materials through multiple modes of communication.”



In keeping with the above definition, the Philomath School District is rolling out a blended model that are most appropriate for
students within varying grade bands. Instructional delivery will vary based on student needs and levels of access.



Philomath teachers are beginning to share educational information with students and families. Teachers are excited to continue
working with our students!



Philomath School District administrators meeting daily to navigate changes/ updates for provision of service to students.



Grading practices will be adjusted as might be needed to include models of Pass/No Pass/ No Grade models balanced with understanding specific interest and needs for high school transcripts.



Philomath High School forecasting for the 2020-2021 school year will begin soon.



Kindergarten Round-Up for Blodgett and Clemens Primary Schools already began online this week. Twenty students are already
enrolled.



Planning for robust Summer School learning opportunities for students at all grade levels.



Philomath School District will not automatically hold students back a grade level or require extra remedial support prior to the beginning of the 2020-2021 school year.

ODE Guidance Clarification Still Needed:
 Graduation requirements for the Class of 2020.


Credit requirements for current freshmen, sophomores, and juniors as they move through their high school career.

Questions? Contact Superintendent Buzz Brazeau @ buzz.brazeau@philomath.k12.or.us
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